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Why the CIA will tell the 
nothing but the truth 



It is usually dangerous to make 
early predictions about the out- 
come of governmental investiga- 
tions, especially when their sub- 
ject has been cloaked in secrecy 
then further . obscured by 
masses of published misinfor- 
mation, but the current witch-: 
hunt against the Central Intel- ' 
ligence Agency may prove an 
exception. 

Already, Washington’s ;■ in- 
siders think they see how it' 
will come out. It seems' to be 
pointing to a surprise ending 
like those of Agatha Christie’s 
murder mysteries. The chief 
suspects may turn Out to have 
been accomplices of the detec- 
tives and the characters who 
were siich honest chaps in early 
parts of the books are turning 
out to have been the villains. 

Here, in an only slightly over- 
simplified summary, is the 
emerging scenario : 

9 Having no member who is 
a “champion of civil liberties”,’ 
the President’s “blue ribbon , 
commission” will be unable to • 
provide findings acceptable to 
the Congressmen and crusading 
journalists who are attacking- 
the CIA — although, for what- it : 
is worth, tbe findings will be t 
acceptable to the large majority, 
of American people. As' those 
of us who have recently toured 
the country promoting bdoks 
about the CIA learned, the in- 
terest of America’s “ silerit ’ 
majority” in this subject is one 
of curiosity rather than worry 
— and, anyway, there is little 



berg, Victor Marcherti and are over, the CIA will have as 
Philip Age? can win fame and allies a group of men with tre- 
fortune by exposing the secrets mendous prestige and power, 
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In any, case, how the great of the Agency’s affairs and V 
American public feels about the problems that, they tan, relieve , 
CIA is at the moment of. little CIA ' witnesses- Of -the burden- of 
concern to those who are Out to deciding, for themselves, wh'at 
! . it. So is the fact that- should and what should not be 

in Britain or.any other country revealed to later investigating 
in the world those who expose, comntlttees. . ^ 

the secrets. Of. the nation's in-' 9 - Thus, when .it comes time 
telligenct organization wind up to ' face: the congressional .coin-', 
oenind bars. ... ■ . mittees, Agency members will 

9 Because the blue ribbon - unhesitatingly “ withhold id-' 
commission has on it no “cham-\\ formation” — or etert lie Out-, 
pidh/Of , civil' liberties ” and is -lightly— whenj with the backing 
composed exclusively of senior • pf their new allies; they feel it 
citizens whose - discretion ,, and' .-.is. in the public interest that 
integrity is above question.-,., they do sd. “Suppose”, an 
Agency members and alumni .’. Agency member said to me, " I 
will tell it the truth, the whole v ’im, asked by someone on Sena- 
' truth, and . nothing but the ifttor Churqh’scommittee if h/is 
truth. ‘‘ .Wp’re • going to give-i' true that such-and^utb, ah Arab 
them the truth about eyery- ' leader is secr.etly cooperating 
thing”, an old colleague told ! with us'to bring about an Arab, 
me,- “even about matters they -^Israeli peace, should I tell him 
Won’t know to bring’ up. By the'vtne -truth? If I jay. ‘ Yes’ or. 
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thorough i cram course Oh-the^;, headlines ,the next’ day which 
CIA anyone , has ever had— on . will ehd the cooperation, de- 
whaf the Agency is supposed to \ 'stroy -the poor- Arab; 'and- teach 
do, whatvthe dangers are of our ether Arab- leaders the- unwis- 
not- doing it, and what we dre i.dbm - of cooperating? with 
doing, good, bad and indiffer- ■ Americans. So if I’m asked a 
ent. -’i-. ; - . ' ' question like that I’ll lie in ipy 

There will be no “withhold-? teeth, and consider I’m doing 
in^ of information”, -the whole my patriotic duty.” • ’, • 
point of .the exercise being to . 9 Even with the CIA’S - wit- 





truth, the whole truth and 
to keep its secrets r ^ 



nesses " withholding informa- 
tion ”, Congressional investiga- 
tors will get enough informa- 
tion on dangers to the nation 
to make them wonder if they’ve 
not been fretting over the 
wrong questions. They will be 
briefed on the increased techni- 
cal. .‘Capabilities of 7 terrorist 
groups, “sleepers ”< in our 
. transportation systems, public 
utilities and ports who could 
paralyse the nation’s military 
capabilities ih the event of any 
. showdown with Russia, and on 
other . means by which “the 
’ Opposition ” hopes to achieve 
: the Leninist goal:’ “Do not 
, attack until you have removed 
ther;!, enemy’s capacity for 
' counter-attack.” 

Agency briefers whose fe- 
.’■ cords establish them as cold- 
blooded analysts, rather than 
fanatical cold warriors, will also 
convey to the Congressmen an 
understanding of another 
: pointi;. the “Leninoid demono- 
: : logy ’f ; requires “a CIA”. If 
' one didn’t exist, it would have 
to be Created. By coincidence 
or design, the pattern of attacks 
; on the CIA is exactly what it 
would be were it the result of 
a master scheme. In these days 
of “Upside down McCar- 
'thyisid^bne dares not say such 
things publicly for fear of be- 
’ing .Called a “fanatical cold 
warrior”, and the Congressmen 
to Whom I suggested that the 
.Agency might just possibly be 
right - on this, point instantly re- 
plied ’ that it was “"hysterical 
. nohsOhSe” ’ 



hfy Agency f.-iends assure 
me, though, that even the most 
sceptical Congressmen will 
change their tune in the course 
of the briefings. 

• In any case, with respect 
to what the Agency has done, 
.abroad or . domestically* ! this 
realization is going tb strike the 
Congressional investigators: 
all of it would have had the full 
, approval .of any ■ Congressional 
watchdog ” committee which 
might conceivably have existed: 
There would have been/but one 
difference: instead ; of the 

CIA’s being all alonfe in its 
current troubles it would have 
had the company -of the Con- 
gressmen on the committee. 

Such a realization is bounds 
to dampen the Congressmen’s 
enthusiasm for abandoning 
secrecy laws and relaxing the 
security screenings of civil 
servants having access to 
official secrets. Once he learns 
whaj sort of activities he may > 
be called upon to approve, no 
Congressman in his right , mind ’ 
would serve ori a watchdog 
committee unless he is assured 
that- the secrets which will ■ 
inevitably come his way have 
complete security protection — •’ 
even if this means surveillances 
sometimes border on “ spying ”, 
Moreover, as the result of the 
briefings they will get, the 
Congressional investigators will 
recognize “community sur- 
veillance ” as an inescapable 
heed,.'and they will regard the 
question of whether or not the 
CIA should have any part in it 



as constructionist and trifling. 
. Their- distaste for it, however, 
may cause them to insist that it 
be entirely in the hands of an 
agency with . these qualifica- 
52P* : ability to operate 

efficiently and inconspicuously, 
, lack of police powers or other 
‘ powers which, might cause it- to 
■develop into a’ Gestapo, and 
means of storing information 
so securely that it cannot be 
leaked to outsiders who mighi 
misuse it. An American “ MIS ’ 

, in other words. I'- , 
tunately”, an old Age r. an 
told the , blue „ r ; bl- c m- 
mission, “the CIA „ the oil] 
better than the FBI”. 

- So what, when we get right 
down to it, has the fuss been 
all about ? . My friends in 
Langley are convinced that this 
is the. -real question. Agency 
/Officials concede that the New 
York Times’ Seymour Hersh is 
motivated by nothing more 
sinister than a desire to get 
ahead of his Washington Post 



caught up- in that “ Master • 
scheme ” they, will be telling. 
• the blue ribbon commission ana 
the Congressional committees 
about. -This is at least a possi- 
bility worth considering. , 

- A - Miles Copeland 

The author’s book ,on the CM, 
The Real Spy World, is pub- 
lished this week by Weidenfel'd 
and Nicolson, price £350. 

© Times Newspapers Ltd, 1975 









